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been drowned by this fish as a result of being thrown headlong into the
water.
The fish also uses its batteries in a crude telegraphy, announcing its
approach to others of its species. Once a victim has been shocked, all
other electric eels in the vicinity are attracted to the spot as a result of
electric signals given out by their pool or river mate. There are two
species of this fish, one of a reddish brown colour, the other and
commoner a dark slaty blue with a lurid flush suffusing its body.
ELECTROCUTES   ITS   OWN   KIND
The electric catfish of Arabia and the Sudan is a heavily built fish
two feet or more long, yellowish with brown spots, and having eight
long feelers depending from its lips. It is very common, often eaten by
the Arabs, and called the raad or thunder fish.
The whole body is enclosed in one big electric organ, as in an
envelope, and its powers, though less than those of the electric eel, are
considerable. Whereas electric eels seem to be safe from each other's
shocks, the electric catfish invariably kills smaller members of its own
kind kept with it in a tank.
USED   TO   RELIEVE   RHEUMATISM
The electric ray, or torpedo, is common in all warm seas. Most of the
body is occupied by closely packed electric batteries, like small Leyden
jars, hexagonal in shape and so placed that one end touches the fish's
back, the other its belly.
The torpedo, known on English coasts as numb fish, and in France
as Monsieur Touchez, flings itself at such delicate fish as the grey
mullet, and then slowly engulfs them before they can recover. Like
the electric eel it has been used in aquariums to light electric bulbs, ring
bells, and otherwise turn its batteries to account. After several shocks
the fish becomes exhausted and needs an hour or two to recharge its
batteries.
In earlier times this fish supplied a crude form of vibro-massage for
rheumatoid and other ailments. The patient stood on the fish for as
long as the physician ordered or his own powers of endurance decreed.
ANIMAL TRAVELLERS
ANIMALS are notorious travellers. Millions make several journeys,
annually, often covering many thousands of miles in the course of
their migrations, and millions more travel as parasites, but in this case
they travel merely by accident. It does not matter whether they travel
or not, since their main object is a meal, always provided by the
uawilling host.
A small number of creatures travel because constant movement is
essential ID a fresh food supply and general well-being. An extreme
example of this is sometimes provided by newspaper paragraphs